Sahalie Historical Not&12 The Railroads

Since the land that the Turn Verein purchased in 1931 to build a ski lodge at Snoqualmie Pass
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context. John Lundin and | were initially stumped as to why the land at Commonwealth Creek

was avned by Northern Pacific Railroasid not by Milwaukee Roadsince NR&d (G NI O1 & RA R\
come over Snoqualmie Pdss/ R a A f & I. &jnte Sighing aroknd in tii@scinating,

rough-andtumble early history of the railroads in the West sheds light on the situation.

One of the early Milwaukee Road passenger trains going over Snoqualmie Pass, c. 1910. Photo from the Arthur P
family, as printed in John and Chery Kinnick, 20@ages of America: Snoqualmie P&Skarleston, SC: Arcadia
Publishing), p. 16.

At themid 1800sthe country was made up of two skdtnents: thelarge block oEastern

states between the Atlantic Ocean and the Migs River, and California, separated by nearly
two thousand miles of wide open, thinjyopulated territory. Most goods and people traveled
by ship all the way around Capernd. President Linco)reven while theCivil War was

underway, initiated the major railway expansions that served to connect East and West and



that acceleratedhe great settlement of the West(Historians say that it was a strategic move
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The Union Pacific RR

The firsttranscontinental linevas theUnion Pacific
Railroad a rail line that connected St. LouMissouri,

and Omaha, Nebraska, with San Francisco straight u n lO"
across the middle of the American territories. The PAC l F l c
Act launching this effort, including substantial grantg

of federal lands to the railroad company in exchang
for getting the line built, was signed bytoln in
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spike being driven to complet&¢ line atPromontory
Summit in Utah in 189, a mere seven years later
East and West were finally connected with a fast an
efficient transportation modea nev age dawned in
the West

Eventually Union Pacific bought up other smaller branch lines to work its way up the West
Coast to Seattle. It built a majpassengestation in Seattle tgether with the Milwaukee
Road:Union Stéion opened in 1915and functiored as a passenger station until 1971nion
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presence in the Northwest compared to other parts ofdtsrentdomain.

In 1936, W. Averell Harriman, then healdUnion Pacific Railroadevelopedthe Sun Valley ski
resort near Ketchum, Idaho, in order to promote more passenger usage of UP trains throughout
the West. Sun Valley is recognized as the first destination ski resort in theitisSstill far

from any major urban centers, but in the mid 1930s it was way out in the middle of nowhere.
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Valley served as a primary destination resort for skiers from th#hMest, including many

from Sahalie, who would travel by train to and fromon Fraser, an early ski instructor for
Commonwealth/Sahalie and a twone Silver Skis winner, settled in Sun Valley with his

Olympic medaivinning wife, Gretchen Fraser (origlly from Tacoma)Biff Turner reports that
hisddr Q& shaye stifi datved intone of the tables in the Ra@bar at Sun Valley Inn.

The Northern Pacific RR

Congress and President Lincoln also launched a north@nscontinentaline to connecthe
Great Lakewvith Puget Sound. Lincoln signed this Act in 18@ting theNorthern Pacific
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Railroadwith what turned out to be the largest land grant
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These land grants were issued in order to give the railroad

the right-of-way for the tracks, but in addition the railroad

was given every other square mile of laadiacent to the

tracksin a swath 40 milewide in the states and 80 miles

widein the territoriess  LJ dza GAYy € ASdz I yRA
swath to compensate for inholdings or mining clainihis
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range mapping used by tHe.S., known as the Public Land Survey Sy)stéhcourse the
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400 fee
200 fe

1864 1862 1862 1864
(o |l s (6] (4 Ji 3 | B B B8 (o J o
l.l.l. l.l.l .l l.l.l -l.f I.l

" e
"B EEER ] H N
LtfdaGNI GA2IYNRSF @GIORBOIMEINGGaT F2NJ 6§KS mycH ONBFGAZ2Y

Northern Pacific RREach square represents ongectiore or square mile.(Diagram from the U.S. Park Service, borrowsg
from Wikipedia atttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:PLSRail.jpg, accessed 10/24/2011.)
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away wadoth to encourage the railroads to invest in creating the transcontinental

infrastructure and also to anticipaténcreased value thavould come fromproximity tothe

rail lines which would translate to the remaining federal lands of the checkerboard, which

turn couldbenefithomesteaders and others.

Remnants of the checkdroard ownership remain today, with the timber andw red-estate

descendent ofNorthern Pacific, Plum Cretknanaging land across the Cascaalesstill clear
cutting straightedged blocks of land visible froR®0 andespeciallynotablewhen seen from

the air.

Northern Pacific Railroad first connected to Bug§oundvia the Columbia River arRbrtland
then up throughChehalk to Tacoma and Seattle. Due to many financial meltdowns and
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even then not by an ideabute. h 188 NPcompleteda tunnelacross the Cascadasder
Stampede Pasgust ten miles as the crow flies south of Snoqualmie Pass, connecting Seattle to
Chicago in a straighter, shortapproach (The headengineer, Virgil Bogue, selected the route

in 1883. Brian: anyrelation?)
On the west side of the
tunnel the NP rail line ran
down theGreen River valley
to Auburn, then split to
Tacomao the westand
Seattleto the north.

Northern Pacific built a major
passengestation in Seattle

in combiration with the

Great Northern Railroad:

known as King Street Station !

it Opened in 190&nd Union Station (used bynion Pacific and MilwaukeeRg and King Street Station

(used by Northern Pacific and Great Northern RRSeattle Postcard c. 1920s,
origin unknown.
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remains as the only
passenger rail station inse
in Seattle todaynewly renovated)

The NReompanysettlement at the eastern end of the Stamgbe Tunnel was called Martirin

1928, he Mountaineers built ki hutthere, calledVleanyLodge which was primarily accessed

for many decades via the NP traiMembers of Commonwealth/Sahalie Ski Club were known

to catch the train to Martin, as noted in a couple newspaper asich 1934'.> Washington

Alpine Club also used some sideed railcars at Martin as a base around that tinie.response

to competition from Milwaukee Road (see below), Northern Pacific launched a small ski area at
Martin in 1938 called the Martin SBowl. After World War Il, it was sold to the University of
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Martin daysc it is one of the longest continuallyperating ski lodges in the countrifhe NP

tracks, now operated by BNSF, are still used extensively for freight to and from the busy ports

of Seattle and Tacoma,; there is talk about enlarging the Stampede Tunnel toraccate

double-stacked intermodal shipping containers.

¢ KS T SRSNJI &lard grangaNg/ihe Slgithietn Pacificaroad ownership o#7 million

(") acres of land across the Wd&t percent of the entire 48tate land areg)including across

the Cascades north almost to Stevens Pass and south pretty much to the Columbia River
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Company whiclowned the square mile of land frothe summit ofSnoqualmie Pass rid into



what is now the Alpentatalley, and

whichsold two sixteenths of this block

(two 40-acre squares which were
guarters ofa quarter section to the

Seattle Turn Verein /Gymnastics Societ

in 1932.
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early ski jumping tournaments,

beginning in 1924, were able to catch
the regular Northern Pacific train from

Seattle, in the days before the

Snoqualmie Pass road was kept open if

the winters. In 1931, NP offered a
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tournament spectatorgsee adf This
special trairran for three yearsn the

day of the eventuntil the last Cle Elum " Spaclal Northem Paclflc Train to Cle Elum—

tournament on February 19, 1933.

The Great Northern RR

Returning back to the early days of the

transcontinental railroads, two other

major rail lines came into the Northwest Seattle Daly Time/9/1931, p. 11.
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'Ski Tournament
) " WINTER CARNIVAL

:Cle Elum v Sunday ~ February. 15
u?z .~ Eighth Annual Tournament~Cle Elym Ski Club

. Spectacular ride through parts of
l:wa toal: mmes to slu course by electric tram,

N Lv Seattle 7:30 a. m. - Ar Cle Elum iO 45 a m

Lv. Cle Elum 5:30 p.. mo
ROUND TRIP FARE $3.50
me King Street Sfl}mn .

Ruserve Your Tickets Nm atany Nmﬁmn P:dﬁcamct

Northern Pacd'-lc Raulway

Tycoon James J. Hill arranged elaborate
financing for theGreat Northern Railroadwhich built its line closest to the Canadian border

from Chicago/St. Paul to Puget Sound, crossing the
Cascades at Stevens Pass and choosing an initial
terminus at Everett.lt was completed in 1893t was
the only major transcontinental company to not rely on
federal land grants. The Great Northerntfused
eightswitch-backs to geover Stevens Pass, then bore
the two-mile Cascadeunnel under Stevens Paiss
1900with a western terminus in amall settlement
called Wellingbn. In 1910 the worst avalanche
disasterin U.S. hi®ry killed 96 people at Wkngton,
prompting Great Northern to build a longer tunnel to
protect the line from winter snowshe almost 8mile



longd Yy S @ascade Tunnel finally opened in 1929 and is still in use toBegat Northern
teamed up with Northern Pacific to build thenl§iStreet Statioin Seattlein 1908, and the two
major railroads mergedvith others in 1970 to form Burlington Northermowfurther merged
into BNSF

On February 23, 193@reat Northey 2 FFSNBR (G KS FA NRidtheatedJ®OA | £
take spectators to the Leavenwth ski jumping championshigsThese special spectator trains

ran everyyear up to he war;resumed in 1958 special trainsan every year thereaftetntil

1971, when the newly merged Burlington Northern RR offered what appears to be the last

special ski train, to Leayeg 2 NJi Ra@riual skijumping tournamerit.
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Great Northern
Cancels Snow
and Ski Trains

Great Northern Railway regrets fo announce cancella-
tion of two special trains this weekend.

. _ The
- BIG Event of the Year!

Ofticial Pacific Northwest

SKI JUMPING|
CHAMPIONSHIPS
LEAVENWORTH

Sun., Feb. 4

Get your tickets now for

Great Northern

Some of the most severe weather in Northwest history
has resulted in critical shortages of equipment and irain
crews. As a result GN is forced to cancel a Northwest
rail excursions snow frain from Seattle o Cashmere on
Saturday moming, February 1. Also cancelled is a spe-
cial train to the National Ski Jumping Championships
at Leavenworth on Sunday, February 2.

Great Northern shares the disappointment of the two
host communities and of the skl and snow enthusiasts
who planned to ride these special trains.
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'SPECIAL TRAINS GREAT
$79.50 feund | NORTHERN _
OHIY 2. Trip BT R R TR
Leave SEATTLE 7:30 a.m. ‘ Seattle Daily TimeSanuary 30, 1969
Ar, LEEVENW’'RTH 12:15 p.m.
RPETURNING

Lv. LEAVENWORTH 5:00 p.m.
" Arrive SEATTLE 9:40 p.m.

Diner to serve meals
Trains lsave from

 KING STREET'STATION
~ Get tickets at

CiTY TICKET OFFICE
- #th & Union—SE. 0400
o at Station—SE, 1503

" Seattle Daily Timesanuary 31, 1940, p. 20.




The Milwaukee Road

The last of the major transcontinental railroads in th4
Northwest was theChicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and
Pacific Railroagknown throughout its history as the
oMilwaukee Roadb dts expansion west to connect to
Puget Sound was initiated in 1906 and completed
just three yearsin 1909. It paralleled the Northern
Pacific line for much of its distance, and chose
Snoqualmie Pass to go over the Cascades. Atfirstt
line was costructed directly over the summit of the
Pass, with a stop at the summit known as Laconia.

There was passenger service over the
top of the Pass as early as June 10,
1909™ The first freight train to run

over the Pass all the way from Chicago
to Seattle vas on June 25, 1909.

From Union Station in Seattle, trains ran
south up the Duwamish valley to
Tukwila, then turned east across the
BlackRiver area of Renton aralong

the Cedar River through Maple Valley;
at Landsburg the line crossed the low point between watersheds to the edge of the Snoqualmie
River valley at Rattlesnake Lake, then ran east up the South Fork Snoqualmie to the Pass.

Show and rockslide issues csrd Milwaukee Road to bore a 2ndle tunnel under thePass,
which opened in 191%* Its western portal had a smabmpanysettlement known as
Rockdale. The Mountaineers built their first lodge uphill from Rockidal®14° and accessed
it primarily viathe train until the lodgeburned in 1944

When the Milwaukee Road line was completed, it was the shortetteothree competitors;
Chicageato-Seattle distances wereia Milwaukee Road,177 miés; via Great Northern 2,245
miles; via Northern Pacific 2,320 miles. Even these relatively mifierencesin distance
translated into time and cost savings for the Milwaukee Road.
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Union Station in Seattle c. 1925. (Phat@ ! al KSf / dzZNIiA &z
Road Electfication: Gearless passenger locomotive within, Seattle passenger

stationé6 2 NN2 SR FNRBY a5 @SQa 9SO
http://www.davesrailpix.com/cmstp/htm/milw008a.htm accessed 10/21/11.)

Horace C. Henry of Seattle
won the $20 Milliion

contract to build the
Milwaukee Road segment
over Snoqualmie Pass. He
went on to donate his
extensive art collection to
U.W. and founded the Henry

Art Gallery thergo house
it.!*

The eastern portal of

aAf ol dz1 SS w2l RQ&

Snoqualmie Tunnel was at
Hyak. It immediately

offered easy access to the
Pass, and began to be used
by the growing cadre of
skiers who ventured to the
Pass, especially in these

early days in the 1920s before the auto road was well maintained or kept open through the
winter. Hyak serveds a major jumpingff point for skiers for decades.
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shuttled spectatos from Hyak to the pass summit, where they then had a mile walk up hill

through thick forest to the Beaver Lake site.

In 1937 the Milwaukee Road decided to open a ski area at Hyak. It was first called the
Snoqualmie Ski Bowl, and opened officially on aan8, 1938 to much fanfar&. (After WWII,
the name changed to Milwaukee Ski Bowl to differentiate it from the new Snoqualmie Summit
ski area.) The ski trains offered by Milwaukee Road from Union Station on weekends were an
immediate success in that wintef 1938¢ the railroad had to entinuously increase service to
accommodate the huge demand. A Friday night train was adddte second week of
operations since the railroad offeredome lights at the Ski Bowl; thigas touted as the first
night ski train in Americésee ad at endf this articlg. TheSeattle Daily Timesffered an
eightpage section completely devoted to the Ski Bowl at its ladich.
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JOIN IN THE
OFFICIAL OPENING

SNOQUALMIE
SKI BOWL

SATURDAY and SUNDAY.
JANUARY 8th and 9ih

Lca\'ing 7:15 A. DL and 9:30 A. M.

Photos by Robert C. Schumann
TUpper—Ken Syverson in action.
Right—Lodge at Suogqualmie SKi Bowl.

Visit this new

Winter Playground

An ideal playground in the heart of ’
the Cascades specially developed by

The Milwaukee Road . - . plenty of &8
exciting runs and a roomy, com-

fortable ski lodge. EXPERT INSTRUCTION BY KEN SYVERSON
Milwaukee Road Special Ski Trains at moderate cost.

to S Imie Bowl include warm ) ..
csz’;:gﬁem'ema:hes, i speciall}: Leav,e Sea'tt[e after breakfast. + v . TRMUM in time for late dinner.
equipped baggage car for storing You'll enjoy a carefree, exciting day in perfect surroundings ", ,
vour skis, and a recreation car for your choice of numerous courses, ranging in length from 1,200 1o
dancing. 1,600 feet. ‘Power Ski Lift at reasonable rates. Special “arrange.

ments for parties. Write or call for additional information,

$ -70 . ' Seattla Office:
l Round Trip White Bldg., Fourth Ave.

and Unfon St.

from Seattle to Phonz ELliatt 6800

SNOQUALMIE SKI BOWL v ror o
On Special Ski Trains
Every Saturday and $anday at 7115 A, M. and 8130 4. M.

R. E. Carsen, Gen. Agent
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Seattle Daily Timedanuary 5, 1938, p. 23.




Seattle Daily Timedanuary 23, 1938, p. 57

Legions bskiers came to ustne
Milwaukee Road trains as their
primary access to skiing at the
Pass.Legions were trained by Kern
Syverson at the Snoqualmie Ski
Bowl. High school ski clubs were
formed, and special trains were
set up to carry students to the
Pasdo learn toski, to race, and to
dance on the trip back to Seattle
Olav Ulland and other Norwegian
immigrants from Seattle Ski Club
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Hageman) helped to build the
largest ski jump in North America
at the Ski Bowl, which hosted the

Seattle Daily Time&November 12, 1941, p. 24.




